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Purpose (#%% B 849)
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Methodology (FAi&iR) :
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“transdisciplinary”
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TIva i
Transdisciplinary
PAR
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Action Research)
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Language Shift from Ryukyuan to Japanese

Context

Uchinaa-yamatoguchi (Okinawan Japanese) spoken by

younger generations (Anderson, 2009)

Fluent Speake rs » 70s and older (depending on areas of different island

communities, it varies)

N <

Rusty Speakers

» 50s-60s and older
» Cod-Switcher of Okinawan-Japanese and Okinawan

* 40s-50s and older
» Passive Bilingual (preferable term)

).

<
_

Semi Speakers

« 30s and younger

N on- S pea ke IS  Their dialect is closer to Tokyo variety of Japanese

Hammine (2023) & Y f& 7/27



New Speakers (37 L L EEH)

-  While Indigenous language learning is often associated with historical trauma, pain,
and a feeling of loss, language reclamation can kindle positive emotions (Grenoble and
Whaley, 2020; Hornberger, 2006; Olko et al. 2022).

- Similar to other contexts where younger people learning Indigenous languages.....:
young learners and speakers of Indigenous languages tend to experience linguistic
insecurity because their speech, which often changes with time and mixes with
dominant languages, tends to be negatively evaluated by older speakers (Abtahian et
al. 2017; Hammine & Zlazli, forthcoming).
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Beyond “deficit” thinking and
coloniality...

* Deficit thinking and coloniality behind “nativespeakerism” (Tupas, 2022), “semilingualism”
(Karlander & Salo, 2023).

* New speakers are those who relate to and make regular use of a language that is not their first
language, or the predominant language used within the household as they matured (O’Rourke,
Pujolar& Ramallo 2015; O’Rourke & Nandi, 2019)

« WEEDEST (OUEM) . empathy R %EI. FERAMHE & safe space. k£ & & native-

speakerism




A Commonsense
Approach to One-on-One

— N — . HOW tO Keep Language Learning
3. MAL =27 T 4 Your Language Alive
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ADDITIONAL TEAM INFO
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Methodology

 Inspired by participatory and Indigenizing
methodologies (Chilisa, 2012, Smith, 1999)

3 linguists, 24 participants

« Data produced in workshops (2023): group
sharing with language portraits, drawings,
artifacts.

 Analysis: ongoing during data collection,
sharing back, open and focused coding
(Madoka and 2 co-researchers)
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